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The Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. gives permission to all bromeliad societies to 
reprint articles in their journals provided proper acknowledgment is given to the original author and 
the Bromlink, and no contrary direction is published in the Bromlink. This permission does not apply 

to any other person or organisation without prior permission of the author. 
Opinions expressed in the publication are those of the individual contributors and may not necessarily 

reflect the opinions of the Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. or of the Editor.  
Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the information in their articles. 
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Send your photographs for consideration for publication or even as the 
front cover feature! Articles for consideration for publication are also VERY 

welcome….email the Editor. 
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President’s Page ……. 
None of the rules and regulations that caused us to cancel all 
events and meetings for the remainder of 2020 have changed, 
so I’m not going to go over them again this time. Instead, let 
me tell you two stories.  

The first one is about Aechmea blanchetiana, that large-growing bromeliad that 
comes in a variety of colours – in this story, golden yellow. I recently spent a 
weekend in Mount Perry, a small gold-mining town about 5 hours’ drive north-
west of Brisbane. It is very dry there this year and there is very little greenery 
around the town. But every few houses along almost every street there are 
bromeliads surviving and even thriving in the hard conditions. The ones that 
really stand out are the Aechmea blanchetianas. Their beautiful large golden 
yellow leaves contrast with the brown dirt and stones.  
As we drove up to Mount Perry along 
the Country Way and back home along 
the Bruce Highway down the coast, we 
saw these striking examples of our 
favourite plants in many house yards in 
both town and rural locations. I suspect 
that many of their owners are not aware 
of other bromeliads, but this species caught their eye in a nursery or a friend’s 
yard and they planted some to brighten their own yards.  
I photographed only these examples on the right; if I had stopped each time 

that I saw them, I would still be on the trip.  
My second “story” comes from the British author Sir Terry 
Pratchett (1948 - 2015), one of the most significant 
contemporary English-language satirists. He wrote 40 novels 
in his Discworld series. Three of them comprise his Bromeliad 
Trilogy – Truckers, Diggers and Wings. The name of the 
Bromeliad series refers to the fact that some species of small 
frogs live their entire lives inside bromeliad plants, which is a 

Unfortunately, due to the restrictions and uncertainty                
associated with COVID-19, all GCSBS general meetings 
have been cancelled until 2021. BUT…Watch this space for 
announcements re future events. Don’t forget that we can  
still stay in touch on our GCSBS Club Facebook Page. The link is   
https://www.facebook.com/groups/GCSBS . It would be great if you 
could join in.  
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metaphor used throughout the books. Pratchett mentions bromeliads only a 
few times in that novel. Here is one quote:  
Masklin looked gloomily at the rain.  
"Come to think of it," he said, "It wasn't frogs exactly. It was the idea of frogs. 
She said there are these hills where it's hot and rains all the time, and in the 
rain forests there are these very tall trees and right in the top branches of the 
trees there are these like great big flowers called . . . bromeliads, I think, and 
water gets into the flowers and makes little pools and there's a type of frog that 
lays eggs in the pools and tadpoles hatch and grow into new frogs and these 
little frogs live their whole lives in the flowers right at the top of the trees and 
don't even know about the ground, and once you know the world is full of 
things like that, your life is never the same."  
My point in telling you these two stories – if I have a point! – is that you never 
know where and when you will find pleasure and fun. I enjoy travel and seeing 
what is out there in the world, and I had a lot of fun reading Pratchett’s novels 
years ago. I hope that you have been able to find pleasure and fun with your 
plants this year.  
I look forward to 2021 being a better time for the GCSBS and all of us members. 
See you then!                   
John Hodgkinson 
 

 
 

 
As we have been unable to hold our monthly popular vote competition this 
year, Shane kindly organised and ran the competition on our Facebook page. 
Lots of lovely plant photographs were submitted and the results are below.       
September  Results 

POpular Vote Competition Online 
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   October Results 



8 
 

 

 



9 
 

 

 

A big thank you to True and Shane for running the competition during 2020 and 
to all members who entered plants or photographs this year. It was great to see 
so many lovely plants. Thanks also to the members of our GCSBS Facbook site 
who voted for their favourites. 

Congratulations to the winners for 2020. They are: 

Category 1. Succulents Novice 

1. Alfonso & Gilda Trudu  
2. Shane Weston 
3. Jeanette Henwood 
3.   Ron Jell 

Category 2. Succulents Open 
 
1. Peter Wright  
2. Barbara McCune 
3. Alyssa Luck 

 
Category 3. Bromeliads Novice 

 
1. Barabara Stutz 
2. Shane Weston 
3. Jeanette Henwood 

 
Category 4. Bromeliads Open 

1. Rob & Rosie Kelly  
2. Jen Burrows 
3. True Grant  

Category 5. Decorative Container 

1. Wendy Perske  
2. Alfonso & Gilda Trudu 
3. Jen Burrows  

 

Popular Vote Competition Results 2020 
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These bromeliads have been in gardens for many years and are the ones that 
most people recognise. For many of us, they were the start of our bromeliad 
interest and collections. They are often known by their common names but do 
have fancy botanical names. Perhaps you’d like to know them so that you can 
dazzle your friends with your knowledge. 

 
 
 
 
 1. Queen’s Tears – Billbergia     
nutans 
 
 

 
 
 
 
2. Vase or Urn bromeliad –           
Aechmea  fasciata 
 
 
 

 
 
 
3. Fingernail bromeliad – 
Neoregelia spectabilis 
  
 
 

 
 
 
4. Old Man’s Beard/ 
Grandfather’s 
Beard/Spanish Moss – 
Tillandsia usneoides 
 
 

1. 

1. 

2. 

3. 3. 

2. 

4. 

4. 

Old Favourites  
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5. Flaming Torch – Billbergia 
pyramidalis  
 
 
 
 

6. Red centre or Red throat  - 
Neoregelia compacta  
 
(Neoregelia macwilliamsii 
looks similar but is much larger 
and often has small red dots     
instead of solid red.)     

 
 
 
The Gold Coast Succulent & Bromeliad Society 
would like to congratulate Rebekah Trevor, 
owner/operator of The Olive Branch nursery in 
Brisbane upon being awarded: 
 
The 'CGA (Garden Clubs of Australia) Young 
Gardener of the Year' for her Outstanding 
contribution to Gardening/Horticulture. 
 
Congratulations on this well deserved 
recognition, Rebekah. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. 

6. 

5. 

6. 

Congratulations Rebekah! 
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Did you know?  An Aechmea nudicaulis can 

usually be identified by the 
indentation like a thumbprint 
near the base of the leaf. 
Nudicaulis are hardy broms that 
come in a wide range of colours 
and have attractive 
inflorescences. 

Did you know?  A tip from Linda Wilkes. ‘At 
times a green slime appears in the water storage 
centre of our bromeliads. This algae can be hosed 
out. If it is left on the leaves and allowed to dry out it 
will appear like thin white tissue paper. It will need to 
be wet to be removed and sometimes a soft cloth will 
be needed to remove it all. It does not harm the plant 
but when it is thick it can stop the colour 
development in that part of the plant.’ 

Did you know?  Sansevieria Re-classification – 
from Wikipedia. 
Sansevieria a historically recognized genus of 
flowering plants, native to Africa, Madagascar and 
southern Asia, is now included in the genus 
Dracaena. This reclassification is based upon 
molecular phylogenetic studies. Common names for 
the 70 or so species formerly placed in the genus 
include Mother-in-Law's tongue, Devil's Tongue, 
Jinn's Tongue, Bow String Hemp, Snake Plant and 
Snake Tongue. In the APG III classification system, 
Dracaena is placed in the family Asparagaceae, 
subfamily Nolinoideae. It has also been placed in the 
former family Dracaenaceae. 
 

If you have found  something that makes it easier to grow healthy, happy 
bromeliads or succulents, please send your tips to Jen or Lynne at 
gcsbs.sales@gmail.com. We’d love to share them here. 
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At our Gold Coast club meetings we are often 
asked to recommend bromeliads that grow in                       
full sun. This is a tricky and very subjective topic. 
In SE Queensland most bromeliads prefer some 
protection from the afternoon summer sun. 
Many will survive in full sun for most of the year 
but may get burnt or bleached during those runs 
of days over 30 degrees. From discussions with many other growers, I’ve found 
that the definition of ‘sun hardy’ varies significantly and seems to depend 
largely on 2 factors.  

1. Grower’s Level of Tolerance  For me, ‘sun hardy’ or ‘tolerant’ means the 
plant will grow in full sun all year round with minimal bleaching or burning. I 
don’t like my broms to be marked or look stressed so if they are getting sun 
damaged, I move them into a more shaded position and grow something else 

in the sun. Other growers are prepared to 
tolerate some sun damage and have found that 
many of their bromeliads seem to toughen up 
and acclimatize to their positions especially 
over new generations of pups. For much of the 
year the sun-grown bromeliads are healthy, 
vigorous and brightly coloured but in 
midsummer, many lose their colour through 
bleaching and may show white burn patches 
or brown tips.  

As the weather cools, if the damage isn’t too severe, most bromeliads will 
recover their colour from bleaching but the burn marks have to grow out with 
new leaves or you may need to wait for pups to replace the blemished plants.  

Ray Henderson’s beautiful 
garden grown mainly in full sun 
in NSW. 

Some tough Aechmea 
phanerophlebia from Shane in 
northern NSW.  

                   Some Like it Hot 
Bromeliads for Sunny Spots 
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2. Location/Growing conditions  I think Shane summed this up pretty well with 
his observation that “Full sun aint full sun.” Even if the temperature range in 
different areas is similar, bromeliads may grow happily in one location but burn 
in another. Barb grows much of her beautiful garden in full sun all year round 
at the Gold Coast and it is spectacular. After keeping pups from Barb in the sun 
at my place in Brisbane all winter to toughen them up, after the first couple of 
35  degree days I was horrified to find that they had big white burn patches 
even though they were only in morning 
sun. The sooks now live in the 
shadehouse which means they won’t get 
the colour of Barb’s but they also won’t 
get burnt…..the trade off. No-one is really 
sure why this happens but it seems to be 
related to humidity. Rosie and Shane 
suggest that if the humidity is high, it 
'softens' the sun's intensity’. Nathan and  
Leanne, our members from further inland with lower humidity, report that they 
can grow very few bromeliads in full sun without damage.  “Even Alcantereas 
will not grow in full sun here west of Ipswich. Nor will Hohenbergias and no 
Neo will ever take our hot summers.”   

It is also very likely that watering lightly or even misting during hot periods may 
help the bromeliads tolerate more sun by cooling them and providing more 
humidity. Some growers advise not to water on sunny days because the foliage 
may get burnt from the water droplets but I’ve done it for many years with no 
burns to date. Some growers have suggested that spraying with Seasol also 
helps. Just a note here… some people believe that bromeliads with bigger teeth 
and thicker foliage are more sun tolerant. This is partly true in that Guzmanias 
and  Vrieseas with soft green foliage prefer the shade but there are a lot of 
exceptions so take the advice with a grain of salt. Alcantarea that are often 

grown in the sun don’t 
have teeth while bitey 
beasts like Neo ‘Spines’ 
and silvomontana will 
burn easily. Another 
disputed idea is that 

darker plants are hardier than lighter coloured and variegated ones. I haven’t 
seen any proof of this and some of the variegated bromeliads seem to be 
among the toughest of their genus. Neo ‘Dreamtime’ (right) shows less burning 
than Neo ‘Voodoo Doll’ (left) grown in a similar position. 

Barb’s garden in full sun at the Gold 
Coast. 
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I realise that there are lots of ‘maybes’ and ‘suggestions’ in this article but that 
is because the growth habits of bromeliads can vary so much in different 
positions. The bromeliads below are ones that local growers have suggested 
will tolerate quite a bit of sun…… no guarantees but  worth a try. You can check 
out their appearance at https://registry.bsi.org/  for cultivars and 
https://www.fcbs.org/pictures.htm  for species. 
All of these bromeliads need to be placed in the 
sun during the cooler months to give them time 
to acclimatize before Summer. 
Alcantarea: Most Alcantarea are considered to 
tolerate quite a bit of sun but these have been 
suggested as some of the hardier ones: vinicolor, 
odorata, extensa, imperialis, Helenice, Devine 
Plum, Cape Oasis, Faery Dust and  Aladdin. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Billbergias: Hallelujah and some species. Although Billbergias need high light  
to achieve strong colour, most hybrids seem to bleach in full sun.  
Dyckias, Hectias & Puyas: Most tolerate sun with some watering, particularly 
the species. Many seem to do better in the ground 
than in pots. 
Quesnelias:  marmorata (not ‘Tim Plowman’), 
castellanosii, lateralis.  

 

Alcantarea ‘P.I.T.A’ 
from Shane 

Alcantarea vinicolor 
from Fely 

Even Alcantarea can 
burn 

         Alcantarea ‘Devine Plum’ 

Quesnelia marmorata 

   Dyckia brevifolia 
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Aechmeas:  blanchetianas (not red), nudicaulis especially 
Flavomarginata and Xavante, phanerophlebia (both green 
and red forms), eurycorymbus, Whyanbeel, Loie’s Pride, 
orlandiana, recurvata var. ortgiesii, fosteriana 

  

                    

 

 

 

 

Hohenbergias: Leopoldo horstii, catingae elongata, castellanosii 

xHohenmeas (cross between a hohenbergia and an aechmea): Most seem to 
grow in sun in high humidity but don’t like dry heat. 

 

Neoregelias:  Monstrosus, Moby Dick, Noble Descent & other olens hybrids, 
Red Macaw, compacta, Sun King,  Skotak’s Sheba, Martin, bahiana, pascoaliana, 
kautskyi, cruenta hybrids, Fireball. 

 

2 Aechmea nudicaulis cultivars. Left from Jan, 
Flavomarginata mass planted in the sun at 
Shane’s. 

 Aechmea 
blancghetiana 
above & right 

Hohenbergia leopoldo-
horstii at Shane’s. 

xHohenmea ‘Shintaro 
Casper’ 

xHohenmea ‘Ninja 
Princess’’ 

Aechmea recurvata  
 left 

Aechmea 
eurycorymbus right 
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Tillandsia: Many species including  fasciculata, capitata, chiapensis, 
streptophylla, xerographica, concolor, tricholepis, bulbosa, caput-medusae & 
ionantha 

Others: Bromelia antiacantha & balansae, xAndolaechmea O'Rourke, xAnamea 
Scorpio, most xSincoregelias, Ananas cosomus, Porteas petropolitana var 
extensa and leptantha, Acanthostachys strobilacea, xQuesmea ‘Nifty Nev’ 

 

We’d love to add to this list if you have found any other bromeliads that handle 
quite a bit of direct sun in the SE Qld or northern NSW regions. Please message 
the editors at gcsbs.sales@gmail.com. 

  Neo ‘Red Macaw’ 
Neoregelia 
‘Monstrosus’ 

Neoregelia olens hybrid 
front, compacta back 

Neoregelia kautskyi 
Neoregelia ‘Skotak’s 
Sheba’ 

Neoregelia ‘Moby Dick’ 
Neoregelia pascoaliana 

xAndolaechmea 
‘O'Rourke’  Ananas cosomus 

xSincoregelia ’Gary 
Hendrix’ from Megan 

xQuesmea ‘Nifty 
Nev’’ 
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU… 
 
Name   Kathleen Henderson 
 

When and why did you begin to grow 
bromeliads/succulents:  My first cactus, 
Echinopsis multiplex, was purchased for 
probably about 50c at a fete in Cooma NSW 
where I worked on the Snowy Mtns. Hydro 
Electricity Authority for 9 years. When it 
produced a huge, nocturnal, perfumed pink 
flower sometime later, I was hooked. From then, 
late 70’s, anytime I had loose change, I would 
buy more cacti and succulents.  I brought 750 
plants on my move from Cooma to Billinudgel in 
1988! 

Shade house or garden: Both - if propagating, 
you really need a weatherproof structure.  Most 
of my succulent collection is now outside in 
pots and in the garden.  My special broms are 
grown under shade, the rest in the garden. 

Loves: Dogs, horses, plants, sharing my garden, 
talking plants with enthusiastic, genuine 
people. 

Hates: Arthritis, life without a dog 

What are your favourites? Sanseverias, 
Euphorbias, mini Neoregelias, any plant a friend 
has given me 

Top Tips for other growers: The fact that you 
are reading this means you know about my top 
tip - join a society or club to learn more, buy 
more plants and grow your addiction.  If you 
decide to build a structure to accommodate 
your plants, build big!  Read books about the 
plants you love as authors have years of 
experience and research, whereas a lot of 
information on the web is inaccurate. 

Surprise fact about me! I won a silver medal 
snow skiing at Cabramurra (under lights) in the 
early 80’s 
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Crassula is a diverse genus of succulent plants containing 
over 200 accepted  species, including the popular jade 
plant (Crassula ovata). They are members of the 
stonecrop family (Crassulaceae) and can vary from 
creeping groundcovers to miniatures and even small 
shrubs. 

These succulents are reasonably easy to grow, 
needing a well drained gravely mix with less 
watering over summer. Crassula plants go 
dormant when the temperature gets hot in 
summer and need even less water but more is 
needed from Autumn to Spring when flowering. 

Crassula dislike humid weather so good ventilation 
is very important. They achieve their best colour 
and form when kept dry and grown in good light. 
Most varieties benefit from some shade in summer 
while the grey and silver forms can handle more 
direct sun. Crassula leaves are mostly covered in 
very fine hairs which hold water so prolonged 

periods of being wet can cause rusts on the leaves and root rot. Let the soil dry 
out completely before watering again. Most cultivated forms will tolerate a 
small degree of frost, but extremes of cold or heat 
will cause them to lose foliage and die.  

Crassulas are usually propagated by stem or leaf  
cuttings. Even a single leaf that falls from the plant 
will often take root in potting mix. Most are ideal 
container plants — low maintenance, evergreen and 
eye-catching. 

Aphids, spider mites, mealybugs, and other common indoor pests can affect 
Crassula plants; these are best treated with non-chemical means, such as 
horticultural oils. 

 

Succulent Savvy –  Crassula 
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 Thank-you to Kathleen for these beautiful photos of 
creatures in her garden. Great job, Kate.                             3. 

1.                                             2.                                   4. 
1. Eastern Spinebill enjoying Aloe capitata v. 
capitata                                                                                             
2. A bat hooked on a Mammillaria.                            
3. Possum chased up a Cereus sp. 
4. A baby water Dragon on a Cereus flower 
bud. This is my all time favourite photo titled 
"Man that was some Day".                                                                           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The aims of the society are:  
 
(A)   To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to promote the culture and 
development of succulents and bromeliads.  
 
(B)  To acquire and disseminate information regarding these plants and to 
encourage their production and propagation. 
 
(C)  To ban totally from our collection any such plants which become noxious. 
 
(D)  To enlighten members and the public on the dangers of cultivating certain 
noxious species. 
 
(E)  To give exhibitions, arrange field days, and other events, and to make such 
publications as are deemed desirable. 
 
(F)  To associate, affiliate or otherwise join or connect ourselves with similar 
bodies or societies. 
 
(G)  To make seeds and plants available to members under the control of the 
Society. 
 
(H)  To foster family membership and members. 


